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President’s Message 
 

 

Hello My Lake Neighbors,  
 
Horary Spring has sprung on Lake Shirley! I hope everyone had a warm winter and is ready for 
another exciting, fun year on the beautiful Lake Shirley. A big thank you to the LSIC board of 
directors; I cannot thank you enough for all of your hard work. Joe Fortin for adding and running the 
duck races to the annual BBQ, the Tremblay’s for putting together the newsletter. We can always use 
more hands on deck; please sign up to be a director. If you can not commit to being a director, we 
would still love to hear your ideas. Maybe you have one or two things you would like to create or work 
on to help Lake Shirley or help raise money to continualy enhance the water quality on Lake Shirley.  

On July 1, 2014 the LSIC did a combined herbicide treatment targeting all plants (milfoil, curly leaf, 
naiad and tape grass). We treated 91 acres for a cost of $20,000.00.  On August 19, Gerry Smith 
from ACT came and confirmed that we had blue-green algae and recommed treatment.  It was then 
determined that the blue-green algae counts in the lake were above the threshold for which Mass 
DEP would allow us to treat with copper sulfate.  The current DEP guidance on this matter is on our 
website for your reference.  In order to conduct treatment, the blue-green cell counts must be less 
than 70,000 cells/ml.  The blue-green count for the sample collected on August 19 in the North Basin 
was ~173,000 cells/ml.  I want to make sure every resident understands that the reason the LSIC did 
not treat the blue-green algae was based on the algae numbers and the Mass DEP guidelines, it was 
not a money/ lack of dues issue.  Things we learned and will continue to work on to help decrease 
nutrient loading:  

 Prevent surface water run-off into our lake  
 Be extremely cautious with lawn and plant fertilizers and pesticides. Don't over-water, over-

fertilize, or use more than the recommended amount of pesticides.  
 Septic systems can be a major cause of nutrient loading into nearby water. Proper care and 

maintenance of your septic system are essential. Have your system pumped and inspected 
every other year.  

The Lake Shirley annual meeting will be Wednesday, May 20, 2015 at St. Anthony’s Hall 14 Phoenix 

Street Shirley, MA at 7:00 pm. 

We need suggestions for this year’s Barbeque, Camp David is for sale. We need a new place or new 

venue to have our annual get together.  Please call or email me any thoughts or suggestions you 

have.  

The monthly LSIC Board Meetings are held at the Bootlegger Restaurant on 2A, on the first 

Wednesday of every month, they are open to lake residents. Please come and hear what our 

committees have been up to and feel free to offer suggestions.  

Please call or email me anytime with any feedback. As in my previous letters, I urge you to contact 
myself or any other board member with your questions or concerns. You can also send emails via the 
website, and we are on Facebook.  I look forward to seeing you all on the lake. Hope to see you at 
the annual meeting.  
 
Thanks  

Joanna Bilotta-Simeone 

LSIC President 
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Annual Meeting Agenda 

Lake Shirley Improvement Corporation 
P.O. Box 568 

Shirley, MA 01464 
 
 

Date: Wednesday, May 20, 2015  

Time:  7:00 p.m. 

Location:   St. Anthony of Padua Church Hall (33 Chapel Street, Shirley, MA 01464). 
 

1.  Roll call of officers and Directors. (Les Smith, Secretary) 

2.  Determination of a quorum of 21 paid members. (Perry Jewell, Membership) 

3.  Proof of meeting notice ~ spring 2015 Newsletter. (Joanna Bilotta-Simeone, President) 

4.  Reading of minutes of the May 21, 2014 annual meeting. (Les Smith, Secretary) 

5.  Presentations 

 Vanessa Curran, Department of Public Health, Bureau of Environmental Health 
 Dominic Meringolo Senior Environmental Engineer, Aquatic Control Technology 

6.  Reports of Officers and Committees 

 Vegetation and Algae Management (Jackie Ramondelli & Joanna Bilotta) 

 Water Quality (Les Smith) 

 Dam & Safety (Richie Patry & Ron Wilson) 

 Website (Jay Ellowitz & Jay Simeone) 

 Bylaw Change (Justine Morgan) 

 Update on Membership (Perry Jewell) 

7.  Unfinished business. 

8.  New business. 

9.  Election of Officers and Directors 

 Vote for Secretary and Treasurer 

 Nomination and Vote for Board of Directors 

Immediately following the Annual meeting, the new Board of Directors will elect the President, Vice 

President.  

10.  Adjournment 
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The Lake Shirley website 

 www.lakeshirley.com 

We work to keep our website informative and 

active with our up-to-date news, events, contact 

info, bylaws, minutes and photo’s. 

Email: This website gives us the ability to send 

out automatic notifications by email of weed 

and algae treatments, drawdown, lake events and 

general news. To receive the automatic emails, 

you must register your email using the tab on the 

contact page that says “join our email list”. You 

can also update and confirm your email with LSIC 

to receive newsletters thru email instead of postal 

mail. This will help reduce our operating cost by 

eliminating paper and postage, not to mention 

saving time as this is all done by volunteers. 

Please register your email using the form on the 

contact page. 

PayPal: You can now pay your yearly dues thru 

PayPal anytime, day or night, whenever it’s 

convenient for you. Using PayPal also helps 

reduce cost by reducing the number of paper bills 

that need to be mailed out.  

Please consider using PayPal, located on the 

membership page. 

Advertising: You will notice on the home page, 

four shaded boxes labeled “Advertisement” We 

will also be selling these advertising spaces on 

the website to help pay for the annual website 

maintenance. We have multiple options for 

advertising space. If you are a local business and 

are interested in advertising on the website, 

please send me and email for more information. 

Remember, this is tax deductible as we are a 

non-profit.  

            Jay Simeone, Website Manager 

 

 

Great News we are on Facebook!!! 
 

 

 

 

We have many new comers that have moved 
onto Lake Shirley, welcome to the 
neighborhood!  

We are so pleased to have you on Lake Shirley.  

We hope you will enjoy living here. We're 
looking forward to meeting your family and 
getting to know you better.  

Please let us know if we can help you in anyway. 
Please give me a call or email me with any 
questions. 

We have an informative website 
www.lakeshirley.com and like us on Facebook.  

We hope you will enjoy living in Lunenburg and 
on our Lake as much as we do. We look forward 
to meeting you. 

Our Sincere Condolences 

It comes with great sorrow to have said good 

bye to Mr. Vern Holman.  Vern, his wife Renee 

and 6 Children have lived and contributed to 

Lake Shirley for over 50 years. Vern has done 

so much for Lake Shirley, always a leader, an 

extraordinarily generous man and was very 

modest about his giving, who left an indelible 

impression on the community through his 

charitable acts and service work.  Vern was a 

very wealthy man but you would never detect 

that from conversing with him. He was very well 

spoken, sophisticated and charming. Vern was 

quiet and reserved somebody you would like to 

emulate. He was extremely intelligent and had 

an amazing memory for detail. He genuinely 

cared for people and would always have a 

sincere interest in what was happening on Lake 

Shirley.  Vern was truly one of a kind – 

generous, caring and fun loving, he will be 

greatly missed.  Our thoughts and prayers are 

with the Holman family.  

 

http://www.lakeshirley.com/
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Aquatic Management Wrap-Up 2014 
This report provides an overview and summary of the 2014 Aquatic Management Program at Lake 
Shirley. A chronology of the program activities were as follows: 

Issuance of License to Apply Chemicals permit from MA DEP .............................................. June 14th 
Pre‐treatment milfoil l& aquatic plant inspection with LSIC ................................ June 14th & June 20th 
Reward (diquat) Herbicide treatment by ACT............................................................................. July 1st 
Monitoring of microscopic algae and Secchi Disk water clarity .......................................... May‐August 
Algae inspection and sampling by ACT............................................................................... August 19th 
Advisory Issued ‐ Lake Closed by MA Dept. of Health....................................................... August 22nd 

Post‐treatment, late summer plant inspection ..................................................................... October 6th 
Advisory Lifted ................................................................................................................... October 16th 

On June 14th and again on June 20th, two surveys of the lake were done by ACT.  
The growth of Spiny naiad and tapegrass had just begun in most areas of the lake at the time of the first survey. 
Secchi Disk visibility in all three lake basins were estimated to be in excess of 6-7 feet. The two surveys were 
performed from a Pontoon Boat.  

Invasive watermilfoil, curlyleaf, pondweed, spiny naiad and fanwort, along with the native but nuisance forming 
tapegrass/ wild celery and other aquatic plants, were noted and recorded.  Observed was very little Eurasian 
water milfoil, with its growth confined primarily to just an approximate two acre area along the lake’s eastern 
shoreline in the southern lake basin. Invasive Curly leaf pondweed that was targeted for treatment (along with 
milfoil in 2012 and also in some prior years) was found in limited but somewhat increasing distribution. The higher 
density areas of Curly leaf pondweed were primarily found throughout the north central area of the northern lake 
basin. Some other native aquatic plants also observed during the survey, included, coontail, bushy pondweed, 
ribbon-leaf pondweed, bladderwort, sago pondweed, water lilies and a macro-alga called muskgrass. 
Based upon the survey findings, it was recommended chemical treatment of approximately 91 acres.  
Treatment of Lake Shirley was done on Tuesday, July 1st. The lake was closed to all water uses, including 
swimming, fishing and boating on the day of treatment only. There were additional restrictions on water use for 
irrigation, watering livestock and drinking purposes for 5 days. Notifications were posted around the lake and in 
the papers and local TV.  Also Lunenburg and Shirley Conservation Commissions were notified. Clarity readings 
continued thoughout the summer. 

After exhibiting higher than average water clarity in late May, throughout June and the early part of July, algae 
growth increased substantially in late July and water clarity dropped, especially in the North Basin. Upon 
receiving reports from the Association on August 18th, ACT staff inspected the lake and collected a water sample 
on August 19th. 

The results of the 8/19 samples showed an elevated count of blue‐green algae (cyanobacteria) in both basins, 
which exceeded both the Massachusetts Department of Health (MADPH) guidelines as well as the MassDEP 
limits for conducting an algaecide treatment. These results were confirmed by MA DPH sampling and a Closure 
Advisory was issued for the Lake. Unfortunately, this algae bloom and advisory persisted into early October and 
no algaecide treatments were allowed during that time period. 

Our management program will begin soon for the 2015 year and inspections and monitoring will begin.  A special 
thanks to Aquatic Control, Dominic Meringolo and Gerry Smith.. 

In closing I would like to say, I don't think anyone was really happy with the algae problem we 
all endured last year.  However, with that being said, there wasn't much we could do.  We have 
a huge watershed that runs into our lake that I'm sure contributes to the issues we have.   
I want to thank the members of the LSIC who do a great job trying to maintain our lake.   
Unfortunately, we can't control mother nature.  I also would like to thank all the residents who 
contribute their dues to try to help control what we can.  Without your funds we cannot do 
anything and our lake goes back to being weed infested and it turns into a swamp.  So, thank you and the LSIC 
and its members.  

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR LAKE, PAY YOUR DUES SO WE CAN CONTINUE TO ENJOY WHERE WE LOVE 
TO LIVE!! 

HERE'S TO A GREAT SUMMER, 
Jackie Ramondelli, Aquatic Management Committee, co-chair 
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**WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP MAINTAIN OUR LAKE** 
 

 Properly maintain septic systems  

 Use phosphate-free dishwasher/laundry detergents  

 Apply fertilizers and pesticides correctly, avoid application near the shoreline or before a rainstorm  

 Pick up pets’ waste  

 Do not feed ducks or geese  

 Plant or maintain native vegetation around the water’s edge. 

 Keep trash out of the lake 

 Do not blow or rake leaves or brush into the lake 
 

Most storm drains empty directly into water bodies without treatment. These drains are intended to collect only 
rainwater. Wash your car in areas away from storm drains or at a commercial car wash. Use caution when applying 
fertilizer to avoid getting it on pavement, which may allow for transport to storm drains.  

 

 

Milfoil Fanwort 

Your lake community needs YOU! 

The LSIC is only as strong as its volunteers. We 
encourage you to get involved and be a voice in the 
matters that are important to you as a Lake Shirley 
homeowner.  Please step up to fill any vacant 
positions on the Board or to help on a committee. All 
committees would be happy to have more help!  

Eligibility 

To be eligible to hold a Board position, you must 
meet the following criteria: 

Own a home on Lake Shirley, 

LSIC dues must be current, and 

Must agree to be nominated  

Board Positions 

The election of board members will occur each May 
at the Lake Shirley Annual Meeting. We will 
announce the open seats at the annual meeting 
and ask for volunteers.  The length of term is 1 
year.  Each board member is required to attend the 
LSIC Board meetings (1st  Wednesday of each 
month unless cancelled).  Duties for each member 
vary depending on the position and each devotes 5-
10 hours per month. 

 

Land Fill Open For Yard Debris 
 
 
 

Lunenburg’s Landfill off Young’s Road will be open this 
season on consecutive Saturdays from; 

 

April 25th to May 30th from 8am to 4pm 

Guidelines for disposal of yard waste 

Travel permitted only on TOWN EASEMENT.  
No trespassing on Tri-Town Landing Development. 

Acceptable material:   grass clippings, bark mulch, 
wood chips, leaves, brush, (with a diameter not to 
exceed 3 inches … unlimited length). Shrubbery and 
plantings; with the same restrictions.  

Any container; bags, boxes, barrels, trash cans, tarps, 
flower pots, etc., must be removed and taken by the 
resident.  

No household garbage, trash, or rubbish of any kind 
will be accepted.  

No materials within the Landfill area; sand, stone, 
gravel, etc. are to be given away or sold.  

Access will be restricted to the disposal area. 
Commercial landscapers will not be allowed to dump. 

OPEN TO LUNENBURG RESIDENTS ONLY 
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What can I do?                By Michelle Mize  

I had read this article written by Michelle Mize and 

found it very helpful.  

Many things! One thing that can be done falls under 

the Best Management Practices (BMPs) - something 

that all lake residents should embrace to help keep 

the lake quality in check.  

Invasive 

The surrounding water bodies have a multitude of 

invasive plants. CLEAN AND DRY ANY VESSEL. 

Think twice before putting yours or your visitor's boat 

in the water, ESPECIALLY if you know or are not 

sure if it has been in a body of water with invasive 

species. This includes standup paddleboards, 

kayaks, canoes, sunfish/sailboats, and petal boats.   

Lawn and Garden 

Many soil types surround water are clay-like and 

prone to compaction. We have had luck with lawn 

areas by aerating and adding pelletized lime both 

spring and fall. This is especially helpful in spring 

when soils have become compacted from heavy 

snow loads. Soils have a tendency to be acidic and 

lime raises the pH aiding the uptake of nutrients that 

lie dormant if the soil is too acidic. 

 Be aware of "P" (Phosphorus) in all products and 

steer clear. Even if you are not directly on the water, 

runoff from your yard (via culvert or roadway) will end 

up in the lake causing nutrient rich environments that 

exacerbate weed growth and lake aging. It also 

decreases the amount of Oxygen needed for fish and 

amphibians to thrive. If you use a landscape service, 

determine if they are aware of the special needs for 

your land and lake. All pesticides, herbicides, 

fertilizer, etc. have negative impacts to streams, 

groundwater, and the lake - not to mention well water 

contamination. Pay attention to "P" in car wash 

detergents, as well as bleach and other chemicals 

when power washing your home or deck. If you have 

a composite deck, try Duckback non-toxic deck 

cleaner.  

Additionally, plant a buffer area, so runoff has a 

chance to filter before going into the water. Keep 

existing trees on the shore, and if they are too large, 

top them, so the root system stabilizes the land and 

also acts in a buffering capacity.       

http://des.nh.gov/organization/divisions/water/wetlands/cs

pa/ 

A Membership/Citizenship Article 

 

 

Please support the LSIC and your local Town of 

Lunenburg or Shirley.  Please register and vote, 

attend town meetings and serve on Town Boards as 

well as LSIC Membership, annual meeting, and LSIC 

Committee Volunteer.  

Historically, Lake Shirley has been well represented 

on the Town Boards. As a result, we have benefited 

as an important community in the Town and 

received our fair share of Town resources.  We need 

to continue to maintain our visibility as other regions 

of Town grow disproportionately.  

As most of you know, our Dam is owned by the 

Town of Lunenburg as a result of using state funds 

to build the current dam (see web site). The Town of 

Lunenburg is responsible for its periodic inspections 

and major repair. 

The Conservation Commissions of both towns 

oversee the water flow and annual water treatment 

for weeds and algal blooms that the LSIC pays for 

with your dues.  

The Lunenburg Public Works Department  

 manages storm water and roads. 

The Lunenburg Fire Department’s dive team  

 clears debris from the dam. 

The Lunenburg Police Department often patrols  

 the Lake on Sundays. 

The Board of Health regulates new Wells and new  

 Septic Systems. 

The Planning Board manages Bylaws and Zoning.  

There is an Appeals Board. 

The Board of Assessors sets the value of property  

 as a basis for Taxes. 

The School Committee operates, maintains  

 and builds New Schools.  

Please give of your time to the LSIC and your Town 

as your financial support to the LSIC to help us 

protect and manage our lake.                

http://www.lunenburgma.gov/filestorage/77/1234/TA

LENTBANKFORM_(4-8-15).pdf 
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Lake Shirley Dam Report 2015 
 

On Oct 15 2014 both dam valve gates were open 
to begin the lake drawdown. With the help of 
Rich Patry we were able to keep the valves 
cleared of leaves and other debris to accomplish 
our draw down goal. 

With one of the coldest winter that we had in 
many years the ice remained on the lake until the 
beginning of April. We were unable to meet our 
April 1 order of condition to have the lake refill 
due to ice on the lake. We did accomplish this by 
the second week of April.  

Both dam gates are closed and water is flowing 
over the spillway. 

Thank You 
Ron Wilson 
Lake Shirley Dam Keeper 
  

 

Lunenburg’s Annual Town Elections 

TC Passios Elementary School 

Saturday, May 16, 2015. 

Polls open at 7:00AM and Close at 5:00PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BOATING SAFETY EQUIPMENT 

Must Have it on Board 

 

Massachusetts Boating Regulations 

For your safety and enjoyment as well as that of 

others, please follow these important boating and 

fishing rules on Lake Shirley. 
 

ENFORCMENT ~ Authority is given to MEP officers, 

harbormasters, police officers assigned to harbor 

patrol, fish and game wardens, and state police 

officers.  Town police and harbormasters can also 

enforce local recreational boating laws. 

 

NO WAKE ZONES ~ When you are within 150 feet 
of any shore, other boats, skiers, swimmers, floats, or 
marked swimming areas, State law mandates that 
you must slow down to NO WAKE speed.  NO WAKE 
means no faster than 6 mph.  All craft, motorized and 
non-motorized must display running lights, red and 
green fore, white aft, visible 360 degrees on the 
horizon, from sunset to sunrise. Head on approach, 
each boat must bear right.  When approaching at 
right angle, the craft on the right has the right of 
way. The flow of boat traffic is counter clockwise on 
Lake Shirley. 
 
TOWING SKIERS ~ All skiers must wear life 
jackets.  A maximum of two people may be towed at 
any time.  An observer 13 years or older is required 
for each skier.  No skiing is allowed before sunrise 
and after sunset.  Always keep your boat and skier 
150 feet or more away from EVERYTHING including 
the shore, the island, other boats, skiers, swimmers, 
floats, and marked swimming areas.  Do not drop a 
skier within 150 feet of the shore. 
 
ON-BOARD SAFETY ~ It is illegal and dangerous to 
sit on the edge of the cockpit, bow or transom.  There 
must be at least one appropriately-sized life jacket for 
every person aboard.  By law, children age 5 and 
under must wear a life jacket at all times. 
 
EAGLE / LOONS ~ Lake Shirley is home to bald 
eagles and many water birds, including nesting 
loons.  The eagle and loon are protected species and 
harassment is a punishable offense.  Loon chicks are 
very small and cannot dive or fly to escape an 
oncoming boat, kayak, or canoe.  Please keep well 
away from all water birds, especially eagles, loons 
and their chicks. 

FISHING ~  Children under the age of 16 may fish 
without a license.  The use of lead sinkers and jigs is 
strictly prohibited.  Ingestion will kill an eagle or 
loon!  Be sure to follow all the Fishing Rules 
published in the Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife. 

Fire extinguisher         Anchor       Life Preserver           Bucket 

Whistle/Horn          Running Lights              Boat Registration 
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LSIC 2015 ANNUAL DUES 

Please check the appropriate category and payment amount: 

   □    Single family home $300 

□ Multiple homes $450 

         □ Business $600 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________________ 

Street {Lake Address}:_________________________________________________________ 

Town: _________________________________  State:___________  Zip:  _______________ 

Mailing Address (If different than Lake Address) 

Street:  _____________________________________________________________________ 

Town: _________________________________  State:___________  Zip:  ______________ 

Email: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

• We offer an online payment through PayPal.  All you need to do is go to the membership page 

at www.lakeshirley.com  and click on PayPal to make your payment.  

• The LSIC is willing to work with people for partial payments or monthly payments, as long as 

you can be paid in full by the annual meeting where you will be a member with voting rights. 

• You may also continue to pay by check.  Make sure to enclose the tear-off slip above with your 

payment. 

• We need to receive your payment by the time of the annual meeting on May 15th to enable you 

to vote at the annual meeting.  Please try to pay as soon as possible as we are putting together 

the budget for this year’s work and we need to know what we can afford to take on to continue 

to manage the quality of our Lake for the summer season. 

• LSIC is a non-profitable organization and all contributions are tax deductible.  A year end 

statement will be mailed to you. 

 

http://www.lakeshirley.com/
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LSIC Board of Directors 

June 1, 2014 ~ 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name  Address Email Home Phone  Committee 

Joanna Bilotta-Simeone 362 Sunset Lane jobilotta@comcast.net 978-582-9090 President, Safety, Dam, 

Chemical 

Steve Bean 27 Fire Rd 15 steveb@keystoneprec.com 978-582-7722 Events, 

Don Bowen 28 Oak Ridge Rd  978-582-7722  

Michael Casavecchia 292 Sunset Lane tweety292@hotmail.com 978-855-4617 Buoys 

Jay Ellowitz 76 Oak Ridge Rd ellowitz@aol.com 978-582-7551 Membership 

Perry Jewell 20 Sunset Lane            

PO Box 484 
Perry.Jewell@comcast.net 978-582-9094 Sewer, Finance, Membership 

Mike Mandella 615 Reservoir Rd mmandella615@comcast.net 978-771-7582 Chemical 

Mike Mayotte Spring Street moelabby@yahoo.com 978-580-6831 Events 

Justine Morgan 701 Reservoir  Rd jmorgan@emersonhosp.org 978-582-9888 Annual Meeting 

Rich Patry 655 Reservoir  Rd alelliot@comcast.net 978-582-7853 Dam 

David Pelletier 711 Reservoir Rd drpelletier2@verizon.net 978-582-9054 Treasurer, Safety 

Jackie Ramondelli 599 Reservoir Rd luckyramondelli@comcast.net 978-582-4223 Chemical 

Les Smith 37 Flynn Rd lsmith@epsilonassociates.com 978-582-5520 Secretary, Newsletter, Water 

Quality, 

Andrew Storm 189 Ashburnham Rd   

Fitchburg, MA 01420 
stormandrewd@gmail.com 978-407-3671 Vice President 

Tom Vitone 106 Cedar St. Clinton, 

MA 01510 
tom.vitone@verizon.com L 978-582-7080              

H978-365-9653 
Finance, Dam 

Ron Wilson 701 Reservoir Rd willienem@aol.com 978-582-4976 Sewer, Safety, Dam 

Lake Shirley Improvement Corporation 

Post Office Box 567 

Shirley, MA   01464 

mailto:steveb@keystoneprec.com
mailto:ellowitz@aol.com
mailto:moelabby@yahoo.com

